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history of Christianity as a militant force. In peace-time the
churches are for peace. In time of war they join the army.
Indeed, they mobilize a little ahead of the army!
I wonder whether there is, to-day, any powerful influence
at work in this country that may keep the public on an even
keel. I doubt it; and I am very unhappy about it.
The papers say, to-day, that three hundred and fifty
thousand people jammed the churches of Detroit yesterday
to pray for peace, in response to the President's nation-wide
appeal. I wonder how much good such prayers accomplish.
It has been my experience that before a prayer for a great
favour can be offered with any hope of success, one has to
put up some security; some valuable collateral, to attest one's
sincerity and willingness to toss into it everything one can
assemble. I expect our people would have to bring forward
a mighty fine record for internal and privately possessed
peace, before they could hope to do much with their petition
for Europe.